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"The  result  of  the  battle  of  the  8/27,  following  on  the  repeated  defeat  of 
the  Turks  in  the  region  of  Kutahiah,  rendered  vain  Moustapha  Kemal's 
efforts  to  obtain  a  success  at  the  moment  when  the  Greek  Army,  owing  to 
fatigue,  had  suspended  the  pursuit. 

The  failure  of  this  pursuit  proved  to  him,  the  crushing  superiority  of 
the  Greeks  and  the  improbability  of  his  ever  obtaining  the  victory.  However, 
it  was  quite  evident  that,  Kemal,  who  had  decided,  in  his  quality  of  Dictator, 
to  stake  the  fate  of  Turkey  on  his  last  card,  would  carry  through  his  inten- 
tion to  the  end. 

Although  he  no  longer  counted  on  victory,  he  hoped  to  avoid  destruction 
thanks  to  the  vast  territory  which  he  had  behinl  him. 

On  the  other  hand,  Greece  was  face  to  face  with  the  following  dilemma  : 
The  Greek  Army  had  certainly  gained  a  great  victory  while  the  Turkish 
\rmy  had  suffered  a  crushing  defeat.  The  enemy  in  a  retreat  such  as  that 
which  followed  the  battle  of  the  8/21  July  had  doubtlessly  lost  enormously  in 
men  and  material. 

However  Kemal  still  existed  and  continued  to  keep  his  character  as  2 
revolutionary.  It  was  therefore  impossible  to  overlook  the  possibility  of  his 
returning,  reinforced  with  fresh  troops,  to  the  charge  in  order  to  regain  what 

he  had  lost.  .  . 

Consequently  it  became  necessary  for  Greece  to  deprive  the  enemy,  once 
:  r  all,  of  certain   military    and   territorial  advantages,  which  once  attained, 
would  'enable  her  to  consolidate  firmly   her   position   in    Asia-Minor   without 
ing  obliged  to  keep  her  Army  on  a  war-footing. 

The   attitude   of    the  turkish   population    of   the  territory  occupied,  who 
iiy  greeted  the  greek  Army  as  their  liberator,  showed  the    necessity  and 
also  the*  possibility  of  consolidating  peace  and  security  in  these  regions. 

This  amazing'  phenomenon,  which  seems  incredible  at  first  view,  is  due 

to  the  assurance  of  order  and  equality  given  by  the  Greek   Army   wherever 

issed,  which  was  confirmed  by  the  succeeding  Civil  Administration.      _ 

*  The  advance  of  the  Greek  Army  which  endeavoured  to  render  the  mevi- 

e  burdens  of  war    as  light  as  possible  to  the  civil  population,  meant  for 

Turkish  population  the  deliverance  from  the  hateful  tyranny ^nd  security 

life  and  property.  Therefore  the  appearance  of  the  Greek  forces  was  eve- 

rv where  welcomed' and  greeted  with  gratitude. 

'      Consequently  the  continuation  of  the  campaign  was  an  imperious  neces- 
for  Greece    Certainly  nobody  even  imagined  that  it  would  ever    be  pos- 
sible to   oblige  Kemal    to   surrender   by  force    of   arms.    The    character   and 
:ent  of  the  country  made  it  possible   for  him  to  retreat  m  sucn   a  way  as 
to  avoid   the  total  destruction  of  his  Army.  . 

In  any   case,  by   dealing    another   and   more   decisive   blow  it  would  be 
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